LASER PROJECT WORKERS—These five membars of the

Diekinson High Sehopl Selence Research Club, with the ad-
vice of Charles Bennett, physics and match teacher (third
from right), are under way in & year-long profect of build-

ing

g hallum-neon laser, &= ond of five sush projeets of

iha club, Members are, laft to right, Doug Wabb, Mary Jane
Baldwin, J Moars, Richard Burns and Danny Foucheaunt.

The LASER — Light For Space

Space Age Device To Be
Built, Used By Students
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Fourtk of Six Articles

DICKINSON — "You can't
do i1t,'" was the first response
last fall by physics and matho-
matles teacher Charlas Ben-
nakt when ha wis nsked by so-
waral studenis whaother he
thought they could bulld & gas
lasar.

Tha Diekinson High School

students had concelved of the |

homemade laser as thelr pro-

ject for the vear intheSclence |

Rasearch Club.

Last Friday, however, Ben-
nett sald he would nat now
make such o remark,though it
iz still far from cortaln that
they will be able to bulld the
device. He sald that he still
doubts that they can do It,
but Is by no means sure, jud-
glng by thelr understanding of
the theory and the diffteultles
they faoce In producing a
laser, and making it work.

The members of the laser
project, J Moora, Mary Jana
Baldwin, Richard Burns, Doug
Webth amd Darmy Fouacheax,
have been researching the 1i-
terature, locating supply
gources, talking with lnser ax-
parts from NASA, drawing
plans and securing pledges of
 ald, and preparing the physics
room's darkroom fof use asa
place to build the davice.

The students hopa to gather
all the components at ong tma
and assemble the machine

since the 1light beam cam bae
diffused by the atmosphete
and blocked by any opagqus ob=
ject, such as bulldings, or
aven clouds.

The davies, which will re-
samble 4 neon fuba suspended
between posts, will produge,
if successful, =& beam of
arango-rod light which can ba
focussed to barn throagh ob-
jects. The project Ls axpacted
to cost somewhat more than
315000 to ba ralsed by pro=
géeds from the elub méam-
bars' work ab concesslon
stands  during basketball
gamas, a3 wall as, If necas-
sary, some support from the
sechool adminlstration,

Some of the work and maker=
fals will be donated. For ex-
ample, o glass blower at Mon-
samto in Texas Clty will pro-
duce the glass tubes needed,
to the plans provided bty the
club mambears.

The plans and many of the
procedures to be used are
from an article that appearsd
in tha Septembar 1sswe of
Selentific Amorican magh-
zine, which described the work
and methods used by Hw ad-
thar to copnstruct & hellume=
neon laser at home for about
2200, The author emphasized
that the cost varies acoprd-
ing to the Ingenulty of the




